
ACT 158 - PA Dept. of Education Pathways to Graduation

What are Keystone Exams?

Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to evaluate proficiency in academic
content. Students must demonstrate proficiency in Literature, Algebra I, and Biology to graduate.
Unsuccessful attempts at the Keystones may result in students being assigned to remediation
courses, district re-tests and/or Act 158 (Alternative Pathways); see below.

When are the exams?

Spring Keystone Testing Window, May 15-26, 2023.

FOREST HILLS JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH SCHOOL KEYSTONE EXAMS

Tests will be administered from approximately 8:00 am - 11:00 am.

Extended test-taking time is permitted if necessary.

Testing Dates Content Assessed Students Testing

TBD Keystone Literature Students enrolled in Language
Arts 10

TBD Keystone Algebra Students enrolled in Algebra I

TBD Keystone Biology Students enrolled in Biology

What if a student does not score proficient?

Act 158 of 2018 (Act 158), signed into law by Governor Tom Wolf on October 24, 2018, provides
alternatives (Alternative Pathways) to Pennsylvania's statewide requirement of attaining proficiency
on the three end-of-course Keystone Exams (Algebra I, Literature, and Biology) for a student to
achieve statewide graduation requirements, see below.

https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/GraduationRequirements/Act158/Pages/default.aspx


Act 158 (Alternative Pathways)

Effective with the graduating class of 2023, students have the option to demonstrate postsecondary
preparedness through one of four additional pathways that more fully illustrate college, career, and
community readiness. Keystone Exams will continue as the statewide assessment Pennsylvania uses
to comply with accountability requirements set forth in the federal Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA). Students must take the Keystone Exams for purposes of federal accountability. Failure to do
so will affect a Local Education Agency (LEA) and school's participation rate. If a student does not
achieve proficiency on the Keystone Exams, an alternative pathway (below) exists for meeting state
high school graduation requirements:

● Keystone Composite
● Career and Technical Education (CTE) Concentrator
● Alternative Assessment
● Evidence-Based

Each of the pathways and their options are detailed below.

Keystone Composite - At least one (1) Keystone score is Proficient or Advanced and no score is
Below Basic and the Composite Keystone Score (Algebra I + Biology + Literature) is 4452 or greater.

Career and Technical Education (CTE) Concentrator - One (1) Piece of Evidence

● Industry-based competency certification
● Likelihood of industry-based competency assessment success
● Readiness for continued engagement in Career and Technical Education (CTE) Concentrator

program of study

Alternative Assessment - One (1) Piece of Evidence

● Attainment of one alternative assessment score or better: ACT (21), ASVAB AFQT (31),
PSAT/NMSQT (970), or SAT (1010)

● Attainment of Gold Level or better on ACT WorkKeys
● Attainment of 3 or better on AP Exam(s) related to each Keystone content area in which less

than Proficient
● Attainment of 4 or better on IB Exam(s) related to each Keystone content area in which less

than Proficient
● Successful completion of concurrent course(s) related to each Keystone content area in which

less than Proficient



● Successful completion of a pre-apprenticeship program
● Acceptance into 4-year Institution of Higher Education (IHE) for college-level coursework

Evidence-Based - Three (3) Pieces of Evidence Consistent with Student Goals

ONE or more from the first seven. No more than TWO from the last five.

● Attainment of 630 or better on any SAT Subject Test
● Attainment of Silver Level or better on ACT WorkKeys
● Attainment of 3 or better on any AP Exam
● Attainment of 3 or better on any IB Exam
● Successful completion of any concurrent or postsecondary course
● Industry-recognized credentialization
● Acceptance into an other-than-4-year Institution of Higher Education (IHE) for college-level

coursework

-----

● Attainment of Proficient or Advanced on any Keystone Exam
● Successful completion of a service-learning project
● Letter guaranteeing full-time employment or military enlistment
● Completion of an internship, externship, or cooperative education program
● Compliance with NCAA Division II academic requirements



Graduation Trail 

Is at least one of the three 
from Section One criteria? 

The student meets statewide 
graduation requirements under 
the Keystone Composite Pathway. 

The student meets statewide 
graduation requirements under 
the CTE Concentrator Pathway. 

FINISHED 

FINISHED 

Is the composite of the student’s 
three Keystone Exam scaled 
(numeric) scores 4452 or higher? 

OR 
Where the student is eligible under 
§121.1, is the composite of the 
student’s two Keystone Exam scaled 
(numeric) scores 2939 or higher? 

Did the student earn 
a scaled (numeric) 
score of 1500 or 
greater in all three 
Keystone Exams? 

Do any of the student’s 
Keystone Exam scaled 
(numeric) scores re°ect 
a performance level of 
Below Basic? 

Did the student earn a 
scaled (numeric) score of 
1500 or greater in at least 
one Keystone Exam? 

Does the student have a non-numeric 
score of Proÿcient or Advanced for 
each Keystone Exam in which the 
student did not earn a scaled 
(numeric) score of 1500 or greater? 

The student meets statewide graduation 
requirements under Title 22 §4.24. 

Did the chief school administrator, in consultation with the CTE 
director/principal, determine the student demonstrates either a 
high likelihood of success on an approved industry-based 
competency certiÿcation or readiness for continued meaningful 
engagement in the program of study? 

FINISHED 

Did the student 
satisfactorily 
complete a special 
education program 
developed 
by the IEP team? 

The student meets statewide 
graduation requirements under 
Chapter 4 (Title 22 §4.24). 

The student does not meet 
statewide graduation 
requirements at this time. 

Q2 

The student meets 
statewide graduation 
requirements under the 
Keystone Proÿciency 
Pathway. 

Did the student meet locally 
established grade-based 
requirements for academic content 
associated with each Keystone 
Exam in which the student does 
not have a numeric or non-numeric 
score of Proÿcient or Advanced? 

FINISHED 

FINISHED 

Did the student attain 
an industry-based 
competency 
certiÿcation related to 
the program of study? 
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The student meets 
statewide graduation 
requirements under the 
Alternative Assessment 
Pathway. 

FINISHED 

The student meets 
statewide graduation 
requirements under the 
Evidence-Based Pathway. 

FINISHED 

Q5 

Did the student fulÿll three 
of the Evidence-Based 
Pathway criteria? 

FINISHED 

The student may meet statewide graduation requirements 
under the Waiver Option, which permits a chief school 
administrator to waive all statewide requirements except 
locally established grade-based requirements for Keystone 
academic content in which the student does not have a 
numeric or non-numeric score of Proÿcient or Advanced. 

NOTE: This infographic is designed to gauge progress in meeting statewide graduation requirements; however, it maps a sequential progression and assumes that the 
student has had an opportunity to meet the requirements of each Question. Students should be encouraged to fulÿll criteria under multiple Pathways simultaneously to 
ensure statewide requirements will be met in a timely manner. 

Is the student a 
or? TE ConcC entrat

Q3 

Q4 

Did the student fulÿll 
one of the Alternative 
Assessment Pathway 
criteria? 

Q6 

Did the student satisfactorily 
complete a special education 
program developed by the 
IEP team? 

Q7 

Is the student experiencing 
extenuating circumstances 
or a 12th grade student 
unable to satisfy a 
graduation pathway? 

Did the student participate in all 
three Keystone Exams? 

Start 
Q1 



Pennsylvania Pathways to Graduation 

Keystone Profciency Pathway 
Numeric or Non-Numeric Scores 

Algebra I
Profcient or Advanced 

Biology
Profcient or Advanced 

Literature 
Profcient or Advanced 

Keystone Composite Pathway 
Numeric Scores Only 

At least 1 Keystone Exam scaled score is 
1500 or Greater 

No Keystone Exam score is 
Below Basic 

The Keystone Exam 3-score composite is 
4452 or Greater 

The Keystone Exam 2-score composite is 
2939 or Greater 

(where eligible under §121.1) 

Meet locally established, grade-based 
requirements for Keystone content in 

which the student is less than Profcient 

1 Artifact from pathway criteria 

CTE Concentrator 

Meet locally established, grade-based 
requirements for Keystone content in 

which the student is less than Profcient 

1 Artifact from pathway criteria 

Alternative Assessment 

Alternative Assessment 

Meet locally established, grade-based 
requirements for Keystone content in 

which the student is less than Profcient 

3 Artifacts from pathway criteria 

Evidence-Based 

Evidence-Based Pathways 

Waiver 

A student in 12th grade, or experiencing extenuating 
circumstances, who meets locally established grade-based 

requirements for Keystone content area(s) in which the student 
is less than profcient, and is unable to satisfy the requirements 
of a graduation pathway may be granted a waiver by the chief 

school administrator. 

Individualized Education Plan 

A student with a disability who is unable to satisfy pathway 
requirements but who satisfactorily completes a special 

education program is granted a diploma under Title 22 §4.24. 

NOTE: Although this infographic displays a sequential progression, students may fulfll criteria under the CTE Concentrator, Alternative Assessment, 
or Evidence-Based Pathways prior to demonstrating profciency in Keystone academic content through Keystone Exam scores or locally established 
grade-based requirements. 

1 

CTE Concentrator 



Pathway Criteria 

Industry-based competency 
certifcation 

Likelihood of industry-based 
competency assessment success 

Readiness for continued 
engagement in CTE Concentrator 
program of study 

Attainment of one alternative 
assessment score or better: ACT 
(21), ASVAB AFQT (31), 
PSAT/NMSQT (970), or SAT (1010) 

Attainment of Gold Level or better 
on ACT WorkKeys 

Attainment of 3 or better on AP 
Exam(s) related to each Keystone 
content area in which less than 
Profcient 

Attainment of 4 or better on IB 
Exam(s) related to each Keystone 
content area in which less than 
Profcient 

Successful completion of 
concurrent enrollment course(s) 
related to each Keystone content 
area in which less than Profcient 

Successful completion of a 
pre-apprenticeship program 

Acceptance into accredited, 
non-proft Institution of Higher 
Education (IHE) 4yr program for 
college-level coursework 

Alternative AssessmentCTE Concentrator 

1 Artifact 1 Artifact 

3 Artifacts 
consistent w/student goals 

ONE or more from Section One 
No more than TWO from Section Two 

Attainment of Profcient or 
Advanced on any Keystone Exam 

Successful completion of a 
service-learning project 

Letter guaranteeing full-time 
employment or military enlistment 

Completion of an internship, 
externship, or cooperative 
education program 

Compliance with NCAA Division II 
academic requirements 

Evidence-Based 

Section 1 

Attainment of 630 or better on any 
SAT Subject Test 

Attainment of Silver Level or better 
on ACT WorkKeys 

Attainment of 3 or better on any 
AP Exam 

Attainment of 3 or better on any 
IB Exam 

Successful completion of any 
concurrent enrollment or 
postsecondary course

Industry-recognized 
credentialization 

Acceptance into accredited, 
non-proft Institution of Higher 
Education (IHE) for college-level 
coursework in an other-than-4yr 
program 

Section 2 
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